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CONDUCT COMPLIANCE INSPECTION 

JOB FUNCTION 5 

 
 

1. OBJECTIVE.   
This chapter provides guidance for conducting compliance inspection.  The aviation safety 

inspector should use this procedure to determine the compliance of regulatory requirements.  

Compliance inspection is a method used to determine if an installation is in compliance with 

regulatory requirements.  Physical inspections of installations are conducted to assure 

compliance. 
 

2. GENERAL 

A. Any aspect of product design, for which compliance with the certification 

requirements cannot be ascertained through the review of drawings or reports but 

can be determined by on-site inspections, should receive a compliance inspection.  

B. A compliance inspection is to assure that an installation complies with the 

regulatory requirements.  This inspection should not be confused with a 

conformity inspection done by manufacturing inspectors.  A conformity inspection 

is done to determine conformity to engineering data, while a compliance inspection 

is done to determine compliance to the regulatory requirements.  A compliance 

inspection provides an opportunity to review an installation and its relationship to 

surroundings and other installations on a product. 

C. The product should conform to the type design prior to conducting the compliance 

inspection.  Findings are to be documented and included in the project data file. 

D. Compliance inspections for aircraft interiors are generally more complex than other 

compliance inspections.  This is primarily due to the many varied regulatory 

requirements that must be complied with, e.g., emergency lighting, emergency exit 

arrangement, ordinance signs, aisle widths, cockpit controls, waste containers, 

placards, and occupant protection.  In accomplishing an interior compliance 

inspection, the certification team will make many determinations and, therefore, 

each team member should be familiar with current regulations and policy.  

Appendix 1 is a sample interior compliance inspection checklist. 

E. Control system compliance inspections are accomplished to determine ease of 

control operation, strength of components, and detection of interference or 

deflection of control system linkages. 

F. Flammable fluid fire protection compliance inspection.  The regulatory 

requirements require separation and isolation of flammable fluid carrying lines 
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from ignition sources.  A physical inspection of installations is required to assure 

compliance. 

G. Hydraulic/electrical system routing requires inspection to assure that proper support 

and separation is maintained. 

H. This inspection is performed upon completion of installation and its conformity is 

verified. 

 
 

3.PREREQUISITES AND COORDINATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. Prerequisites 
 

(1) Knowledge of the CAA regulatory requirements. 

(2) Successful completion of Airworthiness Inspector's Indoctrination Course, or 

previous equivalent training. 

 

B. Coordination. 
 

(1) Determination of operational and maintainability acceptability to the regulatory 

requirements is done by operations and airworthiness inspectors and may be 

conducted concurrently with compliance inspections. 

 
 

 

4. REFERENCES 
 

A. FAA Order 8110.4C, Ch. 2, Section 2-6, Paragraph f. 
 

5. PROCEDURES 

A. Determine scope of the area to be inspected for compliance. 

(1) Determine which regulations apply. 

(2) Review applicable regulatory requirements and technical data to identify items 

for inspection. 

(3) Coordinate inspection requirements with the applicant and manufacturing 

inspectors. 

(4) Notify the applicant of the area to be inspected. 

(5) Request conformity inspection by manufacturing inspectors. 
 

B. Conduct required compliance inspection. 

(1) Verify aircraft or the product is in conformity. 
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(2) Inspect aircraft or the product with the engineering representative(s) of the 

applicant and determine compliance with the regulatory requirements. 

(3) Document results of inspection. 

 

C. Notification of Noncompliance. 

Notify the applicant in writing when noncompliance items are found during 

compliance inspection.  The notification will include reference to the specific 

regulatory requirements.  The applicant must satisfactorily resolve all 

noncompliance prior to the CAA issuing the TC, amended TC, or STC. 

 

D. Re-inspect the changes to verify that the non-compliance items have been 

adequately resolved.  Verify that type design drawings have been revised to reflect 

the changes made that resolved the non-compliance. 
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Appendix 1 A sample interior compliance inspection checklist 
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