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Ampulla of
Semicircular Canal
(Cross Section)

Cupula
Hair Cells

Vestibular Disorientation
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NO ACCELERATION

NO TURN
If ne acceleration is taking
place, the cupula is stationary
and the hair cells are not
deflected. No sensation of a
turn is felt.
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INITIATING A
CLOCKWISE TURN
A clockwise turn deflects the
hair cells in the direction
opposite of the acceleration.
You experience an accurate
sansation of the turn direction.
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NO ACCELERATION

PROLONGED
COMNSTANT-RATE TURN
During a prolonged constant
rate turn, you may not sense
any motion since the fluid in
the canals eventually reaches
equilibrium and the hair cells

are no longer deflected
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FIG 10-12
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DECELERATIOR

DECREASE IN

RATE OF TURN
If you decrease the rate of turn,
the deflection of the hair cells
may produce a false sensation
of a turn in the opposite
direction. In this example, you
experience the sensation of a
counterclockwise turn.
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Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 7

Figure 8 el
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